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flooding, more inland droughts and 
wildfires, more severe storms, more 
global water and food crises, and more 
stress on species and habitats that are 
already at risk for survival. A White 
House policy of ‘‘business as usual’’—of 
continuing to allow greenhouse gas 
emissions at an unchecked, accel-
erating pace—will sentence America to 
an increasing number of catastrophes— 
catastrophes that will be costly in 
terms of dollars and of human life and 
health. 

We in Congress have another choice— 
the choice to honestly debate a ration-
al plan for reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions and enacting laws that pro-
tect our planet and America’s future. 

The founders of Earth Day created a 
legacy that lives with us today. Ameri-
cans recognize that our well-being is 
founded on a clean and healthy envi-
ronment. We have seen much improve-
ment in the environmental stewardship 
shown by our nation’s citizens and in-
dustry. Congress can be proud of the 
role it has played, too. Today, on this 
Earth Day, America is faced with a 
new set of environmental challenges. I 
look forward to working with my Sen-
ate colleagues as we do what Con-
gresses before us have done: set aside 
our personal and partisan differences 
to do what is right for our country. 

Mrs. DOLE. Mr. President, I rise 
today in support of Earth Day. Thirty- 
eight years ago, 20 million people from 
across our country celebrated Earth 
Day for the first time. This has since 
become an important annual tradition, 
not only in America, but across the 
globe. What started as a day to voice 
concerns over smog, litter and dirty 
rivers is now a global movement to 
clean our air, land, and water for fu-
ture generations. 

I am pleased that we have found 
many commonsense solutions to dif-
ficult environmental problems since 
the first Earth Day in 1970. For exam-
ple, in 1978 we banned 
chlorofluorocarbons in aerosol cans be-
cause of their devastating affect on the 
ozone layer. In 1990 we passed the Clean 
Air Act Amendments to stop acid rain. 
And in 2003 we passed the Clear Skies 
legislation to reduce sulfur dioxide and 
nitrogen oxide that pollute our air. Al-
though all of these accomplishments 
make sense to us today, it wasn’t al-
ways easy to convince leaders and even 
the public that these actions were es-
sential to protect our environment. 

Some folks had concerns about the 
actual effects of the legislation, while 
others had concerns about the eco-
nomic costs. Their concerns are not un-
like the concerns of some in the cur-
rent debate about global climate 
change. A number of my colleagues and 
I support a cap and trade system. But 
no matter how we deal with climate 
change we know that this will be a 
complex and vigorous debate. The dis-
cussions about the impact and costs 
are legitimate debates to be had. But I 
firmly believe that inaction is not an 
answer to this growing crisis. 

On this Earth Day, which is cele-
brated by our Federal, State, and local 
governments; grassroots organizations; 
citizens of North Carolina, the United 
States, and the rest of the world, we 
set out a vision of how things can be. 
We can be energy independent and se-
cure, we can de-carbonize our electric 
generation, and we can wean ourselves 
off foreign oil. We can leave the cause 
of this day—the Earth—cleaner and 
more vibrant. It will not be easy, but 
we as a nation can and must lead the 
way. 

f 

THE MATTHEW SHEPARD ACT OF 
2007 

Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about the need for hate 
crimes legislation. Each Congress, Sen-
ator KENNEDY and I introduce hate 
crimes legislation that would strength-
en and add new categories to current 
hate crimes law, sending a signal that 
violence of any kind is unacceptable in 
our society. Likewise, each Congress I 
have come to the floor to highlight a 
separate hate crime that has occurred 
in our country. 

On the night of March 7, 2008, Lance 
Neve was with his boyfriend at a bar in 
Spencerport, NY. Neve told police that 
a man at the bar had been yelling anti- 
gay slurs at him and his boyfriend and 
continued to harass them using deroga-
tory comments throughout the night. 
The aggressor then allegedly asked to 
shake Neve’s hand, explaining that he 
had never shaken hands with a gay 
man. When Neve refused, he says the 
man attacked him and continued to 
beat him after he had fallen to the 
ground, knocking him unconscious. 
Neve was hospitalized with a fractured 
skull, nose, left eye socket, and jaw as 
a result of the attack. Police have ar-
rested 24-year-old Jesse D. Parsons of 
Spencerport, NY, and charged him with 
second-degree assault designated as a 
hate crime in connection with the at-
tack. 

I believe that the Government’s first 
duty is to defend its citizens, to defend 
them against the harms that come out 
of hate. Federal laws intended to pro-
tect individuals from heinous and vio-
lent crimes motivated by hate are woe-
fully inadequate. This legislation 
would better equip the Government to 
fulfill its most important obligation by 
protecting new groups of people as well 
as better protecting citizens already 
covered under deficient laws. I believe 
that by passing this legislation and 
changing current law, we can change 
hearts and minds as well. 

f 

HONORING OUR ARMED FORCES 

MAJOR MARK E. ROSENBERG 

Mr. SALAZAR. Mr. President, I rise 
today to honor the life of Major Mark 
E. Rosenberg—a father, a husband, and 
a soldier. Major Rosenberg was on his 
second tour in Iraq when a bomb ex-
ploded near the Humvee that was car-

rying him through the streets of Bagh-
dad. The explosion tore through his ve-
hicle, killing him. He was 32 years old. 

Major Rosenberg was assigned to the 
3rd Battalion, 29th Field Artillery 
Regiment, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 
4th Infantry Division, out of Fort Car-
son. The 3rd Brigade Combat team has 
lost 32 soldiers in Iraq, nine since de-
ploying in November. Major Rosenberg 
was the 236th Fort Carson soldier 
killed in Iraq. 

Words cannot begin to measure the 
magnitude of Major Rosenberg’s sac-
rifice, or the void left by his loss. 
Those who knew Mark remember him 
as a dedicated and dutiful soldier full 
of jokes and smiles. ‘‘He was the life of 
the party,’’ his sister recalls. ‘‘Every-
body wants to be around him.’’ By all 
accounts, he was an extraordinary hus-
band to his wife, Julie, and father to 
his two young sons, Joshua and Max-
well. Major Rosenberg was planning to 
come home on leave in June to cele-
brate Maxwell’s second birthday. 

Mark entered the Army in the foot-
steps of his father, Burton Rosenberg. 
He graduated from the New Mexico 
Military Institute in 1996 and received 
his commission shortly thereafter. He 
spent a year in Korea in 2001–2002 and a 
year in Iraq in 2004–2005. For his honor-
able service, he earned the Army Com-
mendation Medal, the National Defense 
Service Medal, the Global War on Ter-
ror Service Medal, and the Humani-
tarian Service Ribbon. 

Mark’s second deployment, which 
began last November, was scheduled for 
15 months. His unit was tasked with 
training the Iraqi military, a job in 
which Major Rosenberg was committed 
to making a difference. He carried the 
spirit of a peacemaker and understood 
the humanitarian mission that a sol-
dier could fulfill. 

Major Rosenberg was the type of 
‘great man’ who the activist and hu-
manitarian Jane Addams described in a 
1903 address to the Union League Club 
in Chicago. In the remarks she offered 
in honor of George Washington’s birth-
day, Addams argued that ‘‘when we 
come to the study of great men it is 
easy to think only of their great deeds, 
and not to think enough of their spirit. 
What is a great man who has made his 
mark upon history? Every time, if we 
think far enough, he is a man who has 
looked through the confusion of the 
moment and has seen the moral issue 
involved; he is a man who has refused 
to have his sense of justice distorted; 
he has listened to his conscience until 
conscience becomes a trumpet call to 
like-minded men, so that they gather 
about him and together, with mutual 
purpose and mutual aid, they make a 
new period in history.’’ 

Major Rosenberg, as Jane Addams de-
scribes, was able to see through the 
‘‘confusion of the moment’’ and under-
stand the moral dimensions of his 
work. He was able to inspire and lead 
his soldiers, and the Iraqis whom he 
was training, with his vision and his 
heart. He worked in one of the most 
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dangerous places in the world, yet was 
able to lift those around him with his 
spirit and his optimism. Hope is at a 
premium in Iraq, and he will be sorely 
missed. 

It is at home, of course, that Major 
Rosenberg’s absence is most strongly 
felt. To Julie, Joshua, and Maxwell, to 
his mother Sheila, to his sister Lori, 
and to all his family and friends, our 
thoughts are with you. I know of no 
words that can assuage the grief and 
pain you feel. I pray that you will find 
some consolation in knowing that 
Mark will never be forgotten and that 
his country will always honor his sac-
rifice. He was among the noblest of our 
citizens—a great man committed to 
justice, humanity, and duty. May his 
legacy lift us all. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

RETIREMENT OF DWIGHT 
WHITTAKER 

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, today I 
am proud to honor an Idahoan who has 
devoted his adult life to helping the 
disabled, and the past 37 years, doing 
this by leading the Development Work-
shop Incorporated, DWI, the largest 
community rehabilitation program in 
Idaho. DWI provides work and life 
skills and job training to those with 
disabilities, and helps them move into 
gainful employment. When Dwight 
founded DWI in 1971, it served 12 indi-
viduals; now, it’s grown to a company 
that serves 700 to 800 people with loca-
tions in five eastern Idaho counties. 

Dwight’s steady leadership, renowned 
courtesy and high integrity led DWI to 
success and earned him the Milton 
‘‘Milt’’ Cohen Leadership Award from 
the National Industries for the Se-
verely Handicapped in 2006. Dwight led 
efforts over the years to preserve fund-
ing and promote legislation at both the 
State and national level for individuals 
with disabilities. In his position, he has 
consistently sought out commonsense 
solutions to service and funding chal-
lenges and has surely been most re-
warded by seeing DWI grow into an or-
ganization of such esteem and reputa-
tion. 

The face of community rehabilita-
tion in southeast Idaho has undergone 
a significant transformation over the 
past four decades, and the citizens of 
Idaho Falls and the surrounding areas 
have Dwight to thank. I wish him well 
in his retirement and am certain that 
he will bring the same gifts of leader-
ship, comity and energy to whatever 
path he chooses to walk next.∑ 

f 

175TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
KALAMAZOO COLLEGE 

∑ Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, it is my 
pleasure, along with that of my col-
league from Michigan, Senator 
STABENOW, to recognize the 175th anni-
versary of Kalamazoo College. Kala-
mazoo College enjoys the distinction of 

being Michigan’s oldest college and one 
of our Nation’s 100 oldest colleges. This 
occasion will be marked by a series of 
celebrations this spring, beginning 
with the Founder’s Convocation on 
April 24, 2008. It is with pride that Sen-
ator STABENOW and I bring this mile-
stone to the attention of the Senate. 

Since its inception in 1883, Kala-
mazoo College has made immeasurable 
contributions to the academic, eco-
nomic, and cultural life of the Greater 
Kalamazoo area, the State of Michigan, 
and the world community. Founded by 
Baptists as the Michigan and Huron In-
stitute, this institution was formally 
named Kalamazoo College in 1855. 

Devoted to the study of liberal arts 
and sciences and with an enduring mis-
sion ‘‘to prepare its graduates to better 
understand, live successfully within 
and provide enlightened leadership to a 
richly diverse and increasingly com-
plex world,’’ Kalamazoo College has 
earned a national reputation as a re-
spected, private, 4-year coeducational 
college. Central to this mission is the 
Kalamazoo Plan, a program established 
in 1962 that integrates career develop-
ment internships and study abroad ex-
periences with a rigorous academic 
curriculum and an individualized sen-
ior project. The Kalamazoo Plan was 
initiated under president Weimer Hicks 
and seeks to create an academic com-
munity where students are engaged in 
leadership and connected to their glob-
al surroundings. 

This year also marks the 50th anni-
versary of the college’s study abroad 
program. Kalamazoo College offers 
over 50 study abroad programs on 6 
continents, and more than 80 percent of 
its students participate in these pro-
grams, which is among the highest of 
any college in the Nation. In addition, 
Kalamazoo College ranks among the 
top 10 in the number of alumni partici-
pating in the Peace Corps. Guided by 
the concept of ‘‘fellowship in learning,’’ 
Kalamazoo College has continued to 
strive to meet the challenges presented 
by an ever changing and increasingly 
interdependent world. 

Notably, Kalamazoo College ranks 
among the top 20 liberal arts colleges 
in the country for students receiving 
Fulbright awards and 19th nationally 
in the percentage of graduates who 
earn doctoral degrees. In addition, the 
college received the State of Michigan 
Governor’s Service Award in 2006, with 
the Kalamazoo Public Schools, for the 
AMIGOS Program, a bilingual program 
for mentoring middle school students. 

Kalamazoo College is an NCAA Divi-
sion III school and offers eight inter-
collegiate sports for both men and 
women. An especially impressive ath-
letic accomplishment is the tennis 
team’s record of 69 successive MIAA 
championships, from 1936 to 2007, the 
longest streak by any athletic team at 
any level at any time. Kalamazoo Col-
lege is also proud to have hosted the 
USTA Boys 18 & 16 national tennis 
championships since 1943. 

We know our Senate colleagues will 
join us in congratulating the past and 

current faculty, staff, and students of 
Kalamazoo College as they celebrate 
the school’s 175th anniversary. We wish 
them continued success in the years 
ahead.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO PHIL BLADINE 

∑ Mr. SMITH. Mr. President. ‘‘To live 
fully,’’ wrote Oliver Wendell Holmes, 
‘‘is to be engaged in the passions of 
one’s time.’’ I rise today to pay tribute 
to Phil Bladine, a remarkable Orego-
nian, who passed away last week at the 
age of 89. There can be no doubt that 
Phil Bladine lived a very full life, as he 
devoted much of it to making a posi-
tive difference in the issues of his time. 

A native of Iowa, Phil first arrived in 
McMinnville, OR, as a 14-year-old, 
when his father purchased a commu-
nity newspaper. After graduating from 
high school and college, Phil did as did 
so many others of the ‘‘Greatest Gen-
eration’’—he wore the uniform of our 
country. Phil joined the Navy in 1940, 
and eventually would become an Exec-
utive Officer of an LST, a 228-foot ship 
that carried U.S. Marines and landing 
crafts in the Pacific Theater. 

After the war, Phil would return to 
McMinnville, where he would spend 
much of the next half century at the 
helm of the McMinnville News-Reg-
ister. Under his commonsense leader-
ship, the News-Register became a posi-
tive and respected force for progress in 
Yamhill County and all of Oregon. 

Phil was a natural leader who lent 
his time and talent to countless orga-
nizations and worthy causes, including 
the Oregon Newspaper Publishers Asso-
ciation, the Republican Party, St. Bar-
nabas Episcopal Church, the 
McMinnville Chamber of Commerce, 
Associated Oregon Industries, and the 
Oregon Economic Development Com-
mission. I am just one of many elected 
officials who, over the years, counted 
on Phil for advise and counsel. I always 
knew that instead of telling me what I 
wanted to hear, he would tell me what 
I needed to hear. 

Mr. President, I extend my condo-
lences to Phil’s wife Margaret ‘‘Meg’’ 
Bladine; his daughter Pam; his son Jeb; 
and all the members of the Bladine 
family. May they find solace in the 
words of the Greek poet, Sophocles, 
who wrote, ‘‘One must wait until the 
evening to see how splendid the day 
has been.’’ I am confident that in the 
evening of his time on earth, Phil 
Bladine could look back at a life filled 
with family and friends, a life filled 
with making a difference for his coun-
try, his state, and his community, and 
he could say, ‘‘The day has indeed been 
splendid.’’∑ 

f 

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE 

ENROLLED BILL AND JOINT 
RESOLUTION SIGNED 

At 12:45 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
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